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Once Task Force Unwatering closed the levee breaks and pumped the water out of the 

city, the recovery work began. 
To restore New Orleans to its pre-Katrina level of hurricane and flood protection, the 

Corps formed Task Force Guardian under the leadership of Colonel Lewis “Skip” Setliff III, the 
commander of the Corps’ St. Louis District.  He is assisted by a team of 130 engineers, project 
managers, contractors and other support staff. 

The Corps’ long-range goal is to repair the hurricane protection system to its pre-Katrina 
level of protection by June of 2006.  The amount of work required would normally take several 
years.  In order to prepare New Orleans for its next hurricane season, the Corps is tasked with 
compressing the construction schedule into eight months.  More than 40 miles of levees and 
flood walls were damaged along the 300-mile-long system protecting New Orleans.  As many as 
50 separate contracts will be awarded for the restoration work which will cost between $800 
million and $1.3 billion.  Approximately three million cubic yards of fill material will be needed to 
restore damaged levees.   The graphic below depicts progress towards that goal.  

 

     
 
The Army Corps of Engineers is authorized by Congress to return the system to the pre-

Katrina level of protection. Any improvements beyond this level of protection must be directed 
and funded by Congress. 
 


